THE QARA MOUNTAINS

regards the radud-as-salaml - response to salutations. In
other parts of Arabia it is commonly accepted that when two
men meet, between whose tribes there is 'blood/ and one
says to the other,cPeace be upon you' and the other replies,
'And upon you be peace,' they have put aside their enmity
for the nonce. For one now to take advantage of the other
and slay him in his sleep, for instance, would be the deepest
treachery, and would be punished by expulsion from the
tribe with name besmirched. Not so amongst this lawless
brood of the central south, who also neglect to observe the
thamn-al-batn or 'stomach price.' This seems to be an
extension of the law of three days' hospitality. If a South
Arabian Badu has 'eaten the salt' of a man, that man and
his goods are safe for a period of four days and four nights,
the time for the last vestige of food to have passed from the
Badu's body. Should the latter's tribe unwittingly raid the
man during these four days they must and will return the
loot. This thamn-al-batn is sacred with the other tribes
of the southern fringe, but not with the mountain
group.

Another peculiarity of these tribes is their addiction to
oaths upon shrines (many of pre-Islamic origin) and the
ordeal by fire. In cases of offences against their code, the
oath or the ordeal will be adjudged necessary by the
haux.

Swearing on the Qur'an or in the name of God, as practised
throughout Arabia, is nothing to them. They will do it and
lie cheerfully. Sometimes, indeed, the accuser will not
accept such an oath, but insist on the accused swearing by
a sacred shrine. Powers of vengeance in varying degree

1 Only within comparatively recent times would the Bautahara recognise
a ralia at all.
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